203l SHARED EDUCATION

Northern Ireland - Ireland

European Regional Development Fund

The €33.1m PEACE IV Shared Education projects, delivered
across Northern Ireland and the Border Counties of Ireland,
have to date benefited

482 pre-schools/schools i.e. 98 pre-schools
and 384 primary/and post-primary schools
exceeding PEACE |V target (Target: 350).

Thank you to all the pre-schools
and schools for leading the way
in Shared Education.

Almost 1,500 practitioners/teachers have already
completed training and now have the capacity to
facilitate Shared Education (Target 2,100 by 2023).

By its conclusion, Shared Education
will have benefited 144,000 children.

Educational Benefits Societal Benefits Economic Benefits

thdfed
thdfed

€4.2M | €28.9M

SHARING FROM COLLABORATION AND
THE START (SFTS) SHARING IN EDUCATION (CASE)
INVOLVING EARLY || INVOLVING PRIMARY SCHOOLS
YEARS SETTINGS AND POST-PRIMARY SCHOOLS
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J Access to a wider education/ Equipping education providers and children with Making more effective and
curriculum experience. Facilitating the skills and attitudes needed to promote a culture efficient use of limited equipment
the sharing of ideas and good practice of tolerance and mutual understanding, achieved ondiresources:
between education providers.

through regular, sustained contact, and learning

with those from different communitybackgrounds

and between pre-schools/schools and the wider
community.
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Children

Almost all (95%) agreed that CASE/SFTS has led to
improved educational outcomes for participating
children by providing access to a wider education/
curriculum experience.

Allowed children to do Im d
prove
Overall activities they wouldn’t have children’s
been able to do if there was confidence.

StronglyAgreed

no Shared Education.
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Children have a greater sense of the wider
community for example, explore the wider
community through shared learning,

knowledge of different areas in the locality,
travelling on a bus, customs,
festivals, celebrations etc.

Dealing with Differences

©

85%

Children can describe ways
that they are similar and different
to others in a shared
classroom.

96%

Allowed children to meet other
adults and become
comfortable with them.

93%

Children feel comfortable
and at ease when in their
partner pre-school /school.
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93% 88%

Improved Improved
children’s children’s
communication social skills.
skills.
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Has led te children making friends in the
shared classroom, with teachers observing secial

development and many close relationships
emerging over the duration of the programme.

Agreed

Strongly Agreed

Agreed

Strongly Agreed

That these friendships extended into home /community life.



TeGChers Th ose that ‘strong Iy agreed' or ‘agreecr With statement: - 96% agreed that involvement in CASE/SFTS has enhanced their ability and
confidence to lead Shared Education initiatives.

( ) Overall
96% 94% 93%
C StronglyAgreed Agreed

Enhanced Provided Improved Increased access
teaching and opportunities for professional to curriculum
learning in your peer support and teaching skills and resources. 60% 36%
pre-school or sharing good knowledge.
school. practice.
Increased access Increased access
to external to CPD
professional 89% 86% opportunities and
expertise. training.

Pre-school/School/Governors/Parents

For practitioners/teachers,
improved cross-community understanding and relationships.

Overall e o
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Strongly Agreed

@ ‘ Agreed that there has been increased Agreed that there has been increased Agreed that feedback from Boards
A\°/A integration of our pre-school/school oppertunities for cross-community of Governors /Management was very
N7/ s : . ositive (41%) or positive (48%).

within the wider community. engagement for parents. P o] or p o
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Improved teaching skills and knowledge from collaborating

Problem Solving in Numeracy was a key area, and
pupils benefited from a variety of practical STEM
based activities to achieve educational objectives.

with teachers from another school - sharing ideas, learning
new strategies for teaching and learning.

Children have access to a wide range
of resources and learning styles that they would never have
been exposed to had they not been involved in Shared
Education.

My own confidence has grown, and | have been pushed out
of my comfort zone which has been very good for
professional and personal development.

I've noticed that the bond between the
mainstream and special education schools
has been phenomenal. The mainstream
children have really taken the special
children under ‘their wing’.

Due to the nature of play-based learning friendships
naturally developed. No pressure on pupils, informal
approach worked well to develop connections.
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My pupils referred to their partner
nursery as their ‘other classroom’
or their ‘other teachers’
or their ‘other friends’.
They see it as an extension of their
own environment.

The children availed of the many
opportunities to explore the wider Children had the opportunity to take part in
community particularly cross border curricula thus providing a wider
cross border communities through early years education learning
this wonderful programme. and experience.
It has been great to become involved in
Having a cross border collaboration added an a project that has a cross border element
W additional dimension to the experience. Pupils as well to learn about their curriculum and

‘e have a strong partership. Shared Ed has placed us in good place to

meet the demands of our current situation with regards COVID-19 as staff were able to gain a better understanding and how it is implemented and incorporating that
have had access fo training that other schools do not have. Even though schools awareness of similarities and differences in alongside ours has enhanced our practice as
are closed physically and open virtually we are looking as a partnership about their own school experiences. practitioners.

how we can continue our shared journey in the virtual world - although nothing
however can replace the face to face human interaction.

‘ \ 2




